
The availability, quality and use of health information, research evidence and knowledge is not adequate in the African Region. This has 

resulted in two major types of knowledge gaps: gaps in health knowledge, and the so-called “know-do gap”. Health knowledge gaps are 

where essential answers on how to improve the health of the people in the Region are missing. This is an issue related to the acquisition 

or generation of health information and research evidence. The “know-do gap” is the failure to apply all existing knowledge to improve 

people’s health. This is related to the issue of sharing and translation of health information, research evidence, or knowledge. Although 

there are major structural constraints, the key to narrowing the knowledge gap and sustaining health and development gains is a 

long-term commitment to strengthen national capability to ensure the availability of relevant and high quality health information and 

evidence and its use for policy and decision making. The close linkage and coordination of fragmented disciplines such as information, 

health research and knowledge management is seen as an essential step in this process and is also a key action that countries should 

consider as part of the Framework for the Implementation of  the Algiers Declaration.
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HEALTH SYSTEMS 

A disponibilidade, qualidade e o uso das informações, dos resultados de investigação 
e dos conhecimentos na área da saúde são inadequados na Região Africana. Este facto 
provocou dois tipos de lacunas em termos de conhecimento: lacunas nos conhecimentos 
de saúde e lacunas na nível do “saber fazer”. Das lacunas nos conhecimentos de saúde 
resulta a ausência de respostas à pergunta como se pode melhorar o estado de saúde 
das pessoas na região. Este tópico está relacionado com a aquisição ou criação de 
conhecimento na área da saúde e de resultados de investigação. O não “saber fazer” 
representa a falha na capacidade de aplicar todos os conhecimentos existentes 
para melhorar a saúde das pessoas. Está relacionado com a partilha e tradução de 
informação, resultados de investigação ou conhecimentos na área da saúde. Apesar de 
existirem grandes constrangimentos estruturais, a chave para a redução das lacunas no 
conhecimento e para avanços substanciais na saúde e no desenvolvimento representam 
um compromisso a longo prazo para aumentar a capacidade nacional de assegurar 
a disponibilidade de informações e investigação relevantes, de alta qualidade, na 
área da saúde e a sua utlização na política e no processo de tomada de decisões. 
Uma forte interligação e coordenação de disciplinas fragmentadas como a gestão de 
informação, a investigação médica e a gestão dos conhecimentos é considerada um 
passo essencial neste processo e é, ao mesmo tempo, uma medida chave que os países 
devem considerar como fazendo parte do Quadro Orientador para a implementação 
da Declaração de Argel.

La disponibilité, la qualité et l’utilisation de l’information sanitaire, des bases factuelles 
de recherche et des connaissances ne sont pas adéquates dans la Région Africaine. 
Cette situation a abouti à la formation de deux types de défi cits principaux en termes 
de connaissances: des défi cits au niveau des connaissances de la santé et le « fossé 
entre savoir et action ». Les défi cits relatifs aux connaissances de la santé se situent 
là où des réponses essentielles sur la manière d’améliorer la santé des populations 
dans la région font défaut. L’acquisition ou la production d’informations sanitaires et 
de bases factuelles de recherche sont au cœur du problème. Le « fossé entre savoir et 
action » correspond à l’échec d’appliquer toutes les connaissances existantes dans le 
but d’améliorer la santé des populations. Cette question est liée à celle de la diff usion 
et de l’utilisation  des informations sanitaires, des bases factuelles de recherche ou 
des connaissances. En dépit de contraintes structurelles majeures, la solution pour 
réduire le défi cit des connaissances et maintenir les acquis en matière de santé et 
de développement, est un engagement à long terme visant à renforcer la capacité 
nationale. La mission de cette dernière consiste à assurer la disponibilité d’informations 
ainsi que de bases factuelles à la fois pertinentes et de premier ordre dans le domaine 
de la santé, dans l’objectif de les utiliser pour l’élaboration des politiques et de la prise 
de décision. Les liens étroits entre des disciplines fragmentées, telles que l’information 
sanitaire, la recherche pour la santé et la gestion des connaissances, et leur coordination 
sont vus comme une étape essentielle dans ce processus et constituent également une 
action clé que les pays devraient prendre en compte en tant que composante du cadre 
pour la mise en œuvre de la Déclaration d’Alger.
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The utility of health information, research evidence and knowledge (collectively described as 
knowledge) is to better inform and thus empower individuals and the public to make the right 
decisions regarding their health and well being; infl uence public health policy and decision 
making; advance the frontiers of knowledge to develop products and tools for the promotion, 
maintenance, protection and restoration of health1.
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Figure 1. Percent of health research institutions with policies and committees for
scientific and ethics review, African Region, 2007
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OPPORTUNITIES
AND CONSTRAINTS
There are indications of an 
increasing trend in transparency 
of the policy process in the 
African Region19. There is also a 
growing recognition that without 
improving health systems MDG 
goals and targets on maternal and 
child mortality or control of major 
diseases will not be achieved. 
Any improvement in resource 
allocation to the health system 
resulting from this recognition 
would be benefi cial for information, 
research and knowledge systems 
because these are part and parcel 
of health systems. Moreover, there 
has been an upsurge in the interest 
of donors and lenders to improve 
the availability and quality of 
health information and evidence 
to enable better monitoring the use 
of allocated funds for agreed upon 
goals (including the MDGs).
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Figure 2. Total electricity consumption in the African Region compared to other 
countries, millions of kilowatt hours, 2004
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Source: UNDP, 2009.
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THE WAY FORWARD
The Algiers Declaration was adopted by the 59th Session of the WHO Regional Committee 
(September 2009). The Algiers Declaration and the Framework for its implementation include 
a list of recommendations to countries, which, if implemented, could reinforce the availability, 
quality and use of knowledge to improve their people’s health. 

Countries were asked to consider to:  
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Countries will also need to consider the following in order to improved the availability 
and quality of health information and evidence: 
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Better dissemination and sharing of information, evidence and knowledge would 
require countries to:  
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In order to improve the use of information, evidence and knowledge countries should 
also consider to:   

Better access to existing global health information, evidence and knowledge is the 
foundation to any efforts to narrow the knowledge gap. Countries should:   

Wider access to information and communication technologies for health is also 
essential. Within the framework of national ICT development policies and plans, 
countries would also need to:
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