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Algeria

The Algiers Declaration on Narrowing the Knowledge Gap to Improve Africa’s
Health was adopted during a Conference held in Algiers, Algeria, in June 2008.
The Conference, which brought Ministers from the African Region together with
researchers, nongovernmental organizations, donors, and the private sector, renewed
commitments to narrow the knowledge gap in order to improve health development
and health equity in the Region. This paper describes the background to the Algiers
Declaration and the Framework for its implementation and their significance in
assisting countries’ efforts to strengthen health systems in the Region.

La Déclaration d’Alger sur la réduction du déficit des connaissances en vue d'améliorer la
santé en Afrique a été adoptée durant une conférence qui sest tenue a Alger, en Algérie,
durant le mois de juin 2008. La conférence, qui a réuni les ministres de la Région africaine
ainsi que les chercheurs, les organisations non-gouvernementales, les donateurs et
le secteur privé, a renouvelé I'engagement a réduire le déficit des connaissances afin
d'améliorer le développement sanitaire et I'équité en santé dans la Région. Ce document
décrit le contexte de la Déclaration d’Alger et le cadre de sa mise en ceuvre ainsi que leur
importance pour aider les pays dans leurs efforts voués a renforcer les systémes de santé
dans la région.

A Declaracao de Argel sobre a Redugdo do Défice de Conhecimentos para Melhorar a
Satide em Africa foi adoptada no decurso de uma Conferéncia realizada em Argel, na
Argélia, em Junho de 2008. A Conferéncia, que reuniu Ministros africanos conjuntamente
com investigadores, organiza¢des nao governamentais, doadores e o sector privado,
renovou compromissos para diminuir o défice de conhecimentos com vista a melhorar o
desenvolvimento da satide e a igualdade de acesso aos cuidados de satide na regido. Este
documento descreve o contexto da Declaracdo de Argel e o quadro orientador paraasua
implementacao bem como o seu significado no que diz respeito ao auxilio aos esforcos
dos paises para fortalecer os sistemas de satide na regido.

he Algiers Declaration to Strengthen Research for
Health: Narrowing the Knowledge Gap to Improve
Africa’s Health was adopted during the Ministerial
Conference held in Algiers, Algeria from 23 to 26 June 2008.
The Conference, which brought together Ministers from the
African Region together with researchers, nongovernmental
organizations, donors, and the private sector renewed
commitments to narrow the knowledge gap in order to
improve health development and health equity in the Region.

The Ouagadougou Declaration on Primary Health Care
and Health Systems in Africa: Achieving Better Health for
Africa in the New Millennium was adopted during the
International Conference on Primary Health Care and Health
Systems in Africa, held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso,
from 28 to 30 April 2008. The Conference reviewed past
experiences on Primary Health Care (PHC) and redefined



strategic directions for scaling
up essential health interventions
to achieve health-related
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) using the PHC approach
for strengthening health systems.
The

two conferences

recommended that WHO
develop a Framework for
the Implementation of the
Ouagadougou Declaration

BACKGROUND TO ALGIERS

Much of the current focus on promoting health research to solve
the health problems of developing countries has its roots in a
landmark report to the Nobel Conference in Sweden in 1990. The
Commission on Health Research for Development explained that
only 5% of global health research investment was being directed
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on Primary Health Care and
Health Systems in Africa
and a Framework for the
Implementation of the Algiers
Declaration in the African Region
to Strengthen Research for
Health. After a broad consultation
involving regional and global
stakeholders, these frameworks
were drafted by WHO-AFRO.
Subsequently, The Fifty-
ninth session of the Regional

to conditions accounting for 95% of global disease.

By 1993, the Council on Health
Research for Development
had been formed, followed by
the Global Forum for Health
Research in 1996. In 2000, both
organizations joined with WHO
and the World Bank to stage a
landmark conference bringing
together over 800 people
from more than 100 countries
in Bangkok, Thailand. The
participants reviewed the
national, regional, and global
state of health research, and
resolved to strengthen national
health research systems.

Four years later, in Mexico, a
ministerial summit on health
research issued a statement for
countries to develop national health
research policies and to increase
investment in health research.
This statement was considered
and endorsed at the 58th World
Health Assembly in May 2005,
and the critical role of high-quality
research in the achievement of
health-related development goals
was acknowledged.

Several major summits have been
held by African leaders, with
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THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN ASSISTING COUNTRIES'
EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN HEALTH SYSTEMS IN
THE REGION.

Committee for Africa (bringing
together ministers of health from
all 46 countries of the Region),
held in Kigali, Rwanda, approved
both Frameworks.

support from global partners, to
advocate for more investment in
equitable, secure, and sustainable
health systems. An informal
session of the 55th Regional
Committee for Africa, meeting in
Maputo, Mozambique, in 2005,
resulted in a call for long-term
collaborative efforts for health
research. Ministers of health urged
that these efforts should be owned
and spearheaded by countries
facing the highest disease burden.

At high-level meetings in
Abuja, Nigeria, and Accra,



Ghana, in 2006, ministers of
health agreed that an African
perspective on health research
for achieving sustainable health
development was needed, with
a particular focus on achieving
the MDGs and the control of
neglected tropical diseases.
The Abuja meeting was the first
time that African ministers of
health made a commitment
to support health research,
accelerate efforts to develop and
implement appropriate health
research policies at national
and regional levels, and foster
collaboration and leadership in
promoting essential national
health research in Africa. The
Accra meeting enabled delegates
from Africa, Asia, and Latin
America to declare a greater
commitment to health research
with respect to their countries’
development, and discussed
existing gaps in health research
necessary for improving public
health and for achieving the
MDGs. Participants at both
meetings discussed the critical
issues that limit the translation
of research into health policy
and systems development, and
identified strategies for the use
of health research for disease
control and the improvement of
public health in countries with
the highest disease burden.

At its 54th session (2004) the
WHO Regional Committee for
Africaadopted a strategy on health
information systems®. Later, at its
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56th session (in August 2006),
the Regional Committee selected
Bamako, Malj, to host the 2008
Global Ministerial Conference
on Research for Health (the first
time that this conference was
held in Africa). At the global
level, an international group was
set up by WHO headquarters to
prepare for the conference. The
Regional Committee also adopted
a health research agenda® and
strategic orientations for
knowledge management?® in the
African Region. Both envisage
the establishment of national
mechanisms for comprehensive
baseline assessments and
preparation of strategic directions
to be integrated with national
health policies and plans.

The Ministerial Conference
on Research for Health in the
African Region was held in
Algiers, the Republic of Algeria,
from 23 to 26 June 2008, and
brought ministers from the
African Region together with
researchers, NGOs, donors, and
the private sector, in order to
strengthen commitments and to
agree on a common declaration
for submission to the 2008
Global Ministerial Forum on
Research for Health in Bamako,
Mali. The Algiers Declaration
was adopted by the ministers of
health and heads of delegations
who were present in Algiers. The
Declaration was subsequently
endorsed by all 46 health
ministers of the African Region

during the 58th Session of the
WHO Regional Committee held
in Yaoundé, Cameroon, 1 to 5
September, 2008.

Other WHO Regions held
conferences similar to the
Algiers conference, and each of
them drew up declarations and
key points for action suitable for
their respective Regions. These
declarations and findings fed into
the Bamako Global Ministerial
Forum, which was held from 17
to 20 November 2009, which
took note of them in the framing
of the Bamako Call to Action.
The Bamako Call to Action is
consistent with the Algiers
Declaration, and as such endorses
its implementation.

These high-level meetings of
ministers of health from Africa
highlight the collective desire
to address health development
challenges, as well as to improve
the relevance and application
of knowledge for health
development in Africa.

A Framework for the
implementation of the Algiers
Declaration that was drafted by
WHO was extensively discussed
on a regional multi-disciplinary
consultation held in Brazzaville
(April 2009). The Framework
was subsequently endorsed
by the 59th Session of the
WHO Regional Committee for
Africa held in Kigali, Rwanda
(September 2009).
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The Framework requests
Member States to establish a
broad multidisciplinary national
working group to initiate
the implementation of the
Ouagadougou Declaration and
the Algiers Declaration as well as
establishing and strengthening a
unit within ministries of health to
coordinate efforts in this area (as
detailed in the paper in this issue).

Ministries of health are expected
to lead this process. However,
other sectors, including
other sector ministries such
as education, science and

technology, agriculture; as well
as private sector (both profit
and non-profit) are important
partners in the process.

International partners should
support country efforts by
ensuring that external resources
are increased, predictable,
coordinated, and are aligned
to country priorities and plans.
Countries should make an extra
effort to ensure that their plans
at coordinating their knowledge
processes at creation, acquisition,
sharing and use should not be
undermined by external pressures.

If countries implement the series of steps in the Algiers Framework
they would pave the way for strengthening their health systems.
This can be achieved by developing the content, process and use of

technology aimed at improving:

O

O

of data;

)

@)

@)

knowledge;

O

O

the availability of relevant and timely health information;

management of health information through better analysis and interpretation

the availability of relevant, ethical and timely research evidence;
the use of evidence by policy-makers and decision-makers;

improving dissemination and sharing of information, evidence and

access to global health information; and

the use of information and communication technologies.

Itis expected that the Framework
will substantially help countries
to accelerate the implementation
of the recommendations for
narrowing the knowledge gap.
Countries need to adapt and use
the framework to implement
the Algiers Declaration in
order to strengthen their
health systems. Narrowing
the knowledge gap through
generation of new knowledge,
and effective and efficient
application of existing
knowledge, will contribute to
improving health outcomes in
the Region. p
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